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Commodore's Log
FEBRUARY 2021

Don Powell

Hello Red Dragon Canoe Club members. Wow, it’s cold outside. What happened to Global Warming?

I

think February is the hardest month to get through and with the isolation from the virus keeping us all in our homes
and away from friends and family, it’s extra tough. However, take heart, spring is on the way. We’re halfway
through winter and closer to warmer weather and hopefully, soon we can return to some social gatherings thanks
to the vaccine now being administered.

In spite of the cold weather, there are and will be some things happening around the club.

On Saturday,

Jan. 30th thanks to the generosity of John Lawrence, the two cherry trees that were taken down last year behind
the privy will be sawn into lumber and hopefully find a use other than fire wood. Also look for a fun Music Trivia
zoom meeting February 12th at 8:00pm. Alan and Michelle have worked hard to keep us connected in this difficult
situation. We hope you can join us. I’ve said before, if you need help figuring out this zoom thing, reach out to us,
we can help.

On a similar note, our new Quartermaster has been gathering bids to remove several dead trees that pose
a safety risk to club members and/or the general public and detract from the appearance of the club. We are
hoping that we can find the finances to get this important work done in the near future.

When spring arrives, we will be looking for your help to clean up the club grounds

from the ravages of

winter and get everything looking nice for the warm weather. In addition, the Harbormaster reports that some of
the docks need repairs before they can go back into the river. Volunteers will be needed to assist with this work.
Look for an email and please show up if you can.

A big THANK YOU to Jeff Rife.

He singlehandedly cut down all the saplings and tall weeds on the south portion

of the riverbank. We would like to brush hog the area along the south property line and behind the privy to reclaim
that area as grassland so that the lawnmower can keep it mowed and it can be returned to a useful space.

You all should have received an invoice for your 2021 club dues. We will appreciate your paying them as soon
as possible. They are due January 1st and the club relies on that income to keep operating. Since we were not
able to hold any events at the club last year and probably won’t be able to during the first half of this year, club
finances are strained and your help is needed. This is the club that you relied on for fun times and social
engagement before the pandemic. I’m sure you want it to be there when this is over so if you can, write that
check, make a donation in addition to your dues-increase your membership level up one notch and please come
help when we have work days in the spring. Many hands make light work and your efforts, whatever you can
provide, will be appreciated.

Don Powell
RDCC Commodore
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Welcome Our
Newest Members!

Claudia Brown & Family
Burlington, N.J.
Social Membership
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Why Should your Kids Learn how To Sail?
Five Reasons Your Kids Should Learn To Sail
1. Self-Confidence. There is simply nothing like being able to
pilot your own craft at the age of 9 years old. Riding a bike is
one thing. Skillfully steering and docking a sailboat is quite
another. All of my athletic endeavors helped to shape my sense
of self as a kid, but sailing was without a doubt the most
instrumental. I have not only noticed this in myself; during my
ten years as a sailing instructor, I have seen it again and again
in my students.
2. Spatial awareness. When kids learn how to navigate a boat through narrow spaces and tight turns –
how to avoid collisions, coast to a dock with finesse, or squeeze into a packed starting line at a regatta –
they develop a spatial awareness that will bring them prowess all activities that involve coordination.
Like driving, for instance.
3. Sense of direction. When I was 10 years old, I would sail
all week with my class, and then go out on weekends by
myself. I would pack a lunch and take my Optimist out for a
couple of hours to explore. I believe that it was on those trips
that I began to develop a good sense of direction. Noticing
which direction I had come from, picking out landmarks,
and knowing how to get back became a regular part of my
stream of consciousness. That awareness is crucial to having
a sense of direction.
4. Weather knowledge. Do you know from which direction thunderstorms normally come? Do you
know what the water temperature normally is on Long Island Sound in May? If your child is a sailor, he
or she will know. Weather knowledge will come in handy both on-the-water and on land.
5. Shipshape habits. Sailing students learn how to properly rig and
unrig a boat. Kids learn to put things away in the right place, and keep
them tidy while on the water. That’s a skill no mom or dad can argue
with. Longshore Sailing School even has a
shipshape award for every class to encourage
the behavior. So if your kids haven’t tried
sailing, have them give it a try.

Comment: If I could add to the list, teaching a kid to sail is to give them a
gift for life. They might not stick with it, but after they age out of all the
other youth sports, the sailing skills are still there. I’ve seen both my teenage
sons return to sailing after an extended absence. Same goes for the piano too.
Article by Craig Leweck, Scuttlebutt News - Five Reasons Your Kids Should Sail - June 5th, 2013

https://www.sailingscuttlebutt.com/2013/06/05/five-reasons-your-kids-should-sail/
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SAIL AWAY: GET STARTED WITH SAILING TERMS
Sailing has a language all its own, and if you’re thinking about taking up sailing (and we hope you are), it helps to be able to
talk the talk. Before you set sail, it’s a good idea to have a basic understanding of standard terms associated with the
boat’s positions and directions. Knowing basic terms will make it easier to communicate with people aboard the boat and
ensure that you have the best experience possible on your sailing adventure.
Aft: Toward the stern of the boat. The aft of a ship is toward the rear of the ship or the back of a boat. When are you moving
towards the rear end of the boat, this is called going “aft.”

Ahead: As the general meaning of the word, this is used to describe the boat moving in a forward direction.
Astern: The opposite of ahead, in the back of the boat.
Bow: The forward part of a boat. The bow of a boat can also be referred to as the front. It’s the opposite of the stern of a boat
in sailing terms.

Forward: When you move toward the front end or bow of a boat, this is called going “forward.” This is the opposite of moving “aft.”
Helm: The wheel or tiller controlling the rudder which steers the boat.
Hull: The main body of a vessel.
Jib: The second most common sail on any boat. The jib can always be found forward of the mast, and unlike the mainsail, does not
have a boom.

Jibing: The opposite of tacking, this basic sailing maneuver refers to turning the stern of the boat through the wind so that the
wind changes from one side of the boat to the other side.

Keel: the fin under the bottom of a boat that forms part of its structure and helps to keep the boat balanced in the water.
Leeward: The direction away from the wind. The opposite of windward.
Mainsail: The big triangular sail which is the boat’s largest and most important sail. Running along its bottom edge, the mainsail
has a thick pole called the boom.

Nautical Mile: One minute of latitude; approximately 6076 feet, about 1/8 longer than the statute mile of 5280 feet.
Port: The left side of a boat looking forward.
Rudder: A vertical plate or board for steering a boat.
Square Knot: A knot used to join two lines of similar size. Also called a reef knot.
Starboard: The right side of a boat when looking forward.
Stern: The after part of the boat in nautical terms. The stern of a boat is the back portion of the vessel. It is the opposite of the
bow of a boat, which is the front.

Tacking: The opposite of jibing, this basic sailing maneuver refers to turning the bow of the boat through the wind so that the wind
changes from one side of the boat to the other side.

Windward: The side of the boat closest to the wind. When heeling over, this will always be the high side.
There are also a few nautical sayings and phrases that are helpful to know. If you are at a “loose end” and want to “know the
ropes”, “batten down the hatches” and “get underway” with these traditional nautical sayings.

At a loose end: Nautically, loose ends are unattached ones that are not doing their job. “Tying up loose ends” is used to mean
finalizing details of a matter as a sailor makes fast the loose ends to ensure the boat is shipshape.

Batten down the hatches: Battening down of walkways and hatches was done when bad weather was imminent. Ships hatches
were often open or covered with a wooden grating. When bad weather was expected, the hatches were covered with tarpaulins
and edged with thin wooden battens to stop them from blowing off.

Get underway: The “under” is likely to have meant “on the” and the “way” is the forward progress of the ship through the water, so
it means “on their way.”

Give a wide berth: Originally, a berth was a place where there was sea room to moor a boat. The meaning of “berth” was
probably “bearing off”. Sailors were warned to keep a wide bearing from something. It could also refer to anchoring a boat far
enough away from another to ensure they wouldn’t hit each other when swinging with the wind or the tide.

Dead in the water: A ship that was “dead in the water” had no wind in its sails to make it come alive and unable to move forward.
With a little practice, you’ll be talking like a sailor in no time. Put your language skills to good use by participating in one
of our many sailing programs. Here’s to happy boating!

Article by Melissa Gorchynsky - Community Sailing of Colorado - October 23, 2020

https://www.communitysailing.org/sail-away-get-started-with-sailing-terms/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAmfmABhCHARIsACwPRABF3iEKq-k3aJ0SL1R-bMgOMrfnuAvWB8IgIgK0TuuUNsvHgSzcrYaAkiBEALw_wcB
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Membership Renewal

The Red Dragon Canoe Club would like to say ‘thank you’ for being a very important part of our organization, ensuring that it
thrives with your ongoing support! That being said, the time has come for you to renew your membership with the club!
2020 was a unique and challenging time for everyone, and your membership dollars helped us tremendously to fund raise and
grow our offerings with a number of efforts including:
Annual Gala and Awards Dinner
Murder Mystery Dinner
St. Patrick’s Day Party
The ‘Dragon is Back’ Chicken BBQ

Outdoor Movie Night
Wine & Cheese Pairing
Bonfire Storytelling Night

Memberships also help us to continue offering you many benefits including:
Access to the Clubhouse, Grounds and Waterfront 7 Days a Week
Club Owned Sailboats, Kayaks and Canoes for Members and Their Guests to Use at No Extra Cost
Sailing Lessons at the Waterfront at No Extra Cost (as soon as this program can safely resume)
Member Discount for Shipman Mansion Party Venue Rental
And that’s not all! In 2021, we plan to continue making your club experience a great one and accomplish even more. However,
we cannot do it without loyal club members just like you! You can help RDCC continue for another successful year by
renewing your membership today. On the next page you will find a detailed invoice for RDCC 2021 membership dues. Please
fill it out with your desired membership level and use of facilities options.
For questions about the membership renewal process, please contact RDCC Membership Financial Secretary, Pat Medeiros,
at 609-877-1786 or email: rmedeiros@comcast.net For all other membership questions, please contact the RDCC Membership
Team Beth & Paul Ziegler: (973) 223-3322 or email: RDCCMembershp@gmail.com We are a self-funded and self-working
organization, so as always, we thank you for your continued support and volunteer participation. We couldn’t do it without
you! We look forward to seeing you at the club and enjoying all that it has to offer. Let's have another fun year!
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Shipman Mansion
Norma Carter

They say a picture is worth 1,000 words but we’d say these pictures are worth ten times that! These pictures
of a RDCC Cruise to the Chesapeake in 1914 are just some of the fascinating pictures that the Shipman
volunteers have been digitalizing.

Marcus Hook

On the Canal
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Shipman Mansion
Norma Carter

If you’d like to join us (post COVID!), please send us an email at shipmanmansionfoundation@gmail.com.
Until then, keep checking back for more pictures!

On Turners Creek

Hauling Water Elk River

On the C&D Canal
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Nancy Cunningham

Hello to all!
I write this on Valentine’s Day…by the time you read it the
actual holiday will be past, but the wishes that go with
Valentine’s Day for love, happiness, and health stay true
year-round!

The Red Dragon Canoe Club Facebook and Instagram
presence continues to be an important way for us to
reach “the outside world” with our message. The more
active the page, the more successful it will be.

Will you help? It is FREE! Visit the page, Click LIKE (even if you do not care about what you see), Comment (even one
word…Nice! Wow! Cool! You get the idea), Share posts (after commenting and liking), “Check in” at the Red Dragon
Canoe Club, Invite your friends to “like” the page, and now use the new hashtag…#atthedragon (No spaces…just
#atthedragon). ALL of these help the club, and it is FREE, easy, and fun!

Here are some statistics for January 17 – February 13, 2021
1,688 page “likes” (We got 5 new likes, but 7 “unlikes” so we are down 2 from the last report.)
23 posts in 28 days
3,739 post reach / 1,501 post engagements
The most popular/engaging posts this month: photos of sawing up the trees, photos of the club in the snow,
Groundhog Day photo, “thank you, Jen” post, and time-lapse video of the waterfront.

Finally, THANK YOU to all who actively follow the RDCC on social media. Your support is appreciated. THANK
YOU to all who send photos and content ideas.
Please send any photos along with a bit of info to me via text (609-634-5653), e-mail (ncmae@aol.com), or Facebook
messenger through the club page or my personal page. (Nancy Haller Cunningham). If you post to your page, let me
know and I can use those photos, too!

As many of you know, I am in (sunny) Florida right now and doing a bit of sailing on our 54 year old O’Day Mariner “Sturdy
Turtle.” I will share some photos soon. Everyone stay warm and healthy; it appears there might be a light at the end of
the tunnel and some “normalcy” in our future?

Nancy Cunningham

PS The Red Dragon Canoe Club Instagram account is growing slowly and has a group of faithful followers!
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